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ALEA Trooper Class 2021-B Graduates
At ALEA’s Training Center in Selma

SELMA — The twenty Alabama Law Enforcement Agency (ALEA) Trooper Trainees who
composed Class 2021-B, successfully completed their respective training and graduated from the
ALEA Training Center in Selma on Tuesday, Feb. 8.

ALEA’s Department of Public Safety (DPS) Director and Colonel Jimmy Helms served as the
guest speaker at the ceremony and commended the class on their hard work and perseverance to
become ALEA Troopers. Colonel Helms recently celebrated 25 years with the Agency and over
30 years of law enforcement experience. As he reflected on his time as a Trooper Trainee, as
well as his experiences as Director of ALEA’s Training Center, he encouraged all members of
2021-B to build upon the lessons they learned while at the Training Center and continue to meet
expectations of excellence.

“There is an expectation of excellence, as it relates to the overall performance of ALEA
Troopers, that has never changed. Each one of you will have to overcome obstacles and
hardships, but nevertheless you will protect and serve the citizens of the state of Alabama,” he
said. “The perception is, that when citizens see you, they believe you are the best the state of
Alabama has to offer. When they look at you, they see a professional, and that is what we strive
to provide to the citizens and visitors of this great state, quality service and true
professionalism.”

On behalf of ALEA’s Secretary Hal Taylor, Colonel Helms also recognized the families and
friends for their continued support of Trooper Class 2021-B, made possible with continued
support from Gov. Kay Ivey and Alabama’s Legislature.

All members of 2021-B were certified by the Alabama Peace Officers Standards and Training
Commission (APOST-C), and they were sworn in by the Executive Secretary of APOST-C Chief
Alan Benefield.

Class members are Carlton R. Anderson, Guidon Bearer Connor R. Bevis, Brett L. Burgett, First
Squad Leader Patrick J. Carter, Starlan A. Ellis, Levi E. Hasselbring, Secretary/Treasurer Lee F.
Jenkins 11, Sergeant-at-Arms Mary A. Little, President Brian C. Pearce, Xavier P. Pouncey,
Montrell L. Rice, Michael D. Sanders, Michael J. Schooley, Kobie B. Smith, Second Squad
Leader Tommy M. Stephens, Chaplain Nickolas L. Thompson, John A. Warren, Griffin L.
Webb, Steven D. Wilson and Vice President Sedrick S. Woodget.
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